
 

 

 

RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE 

W. A. PERRY MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE SYLLABUS 

SEVENTH GRADE SCIENCE 

Course Syllabus, Class Instructions and Procedures 
 

Teacher Name: Mrs. N. Peddalagalla 

Room Number: Building 3, Room 11 

Email: novena.peddalagalla@richlandone.org 

Phone: (803) 256-6347 ext. 3311 

Tutoring Day: Tuesday 8:10 am -8:40 am (with prior 

appointment only)

 

Hi Parents and Students! 

I’m so excited that you are joining my 7th grade science class. I have a year of challenge, learning and fun ahead 

for all my students. The curriculum we will be covering in my class is demanding. Your student will be exposed 

to strategies that are innovative and thought-provoking. I hope these strategies will create in your student a 

hunger to look at the world around them in creative new ways. I view the student-teacher-parent group as a team 

that will facilitate the best learning environment for your student and others. I believe the best way to do this is to 

keep everyone informed. If your student has special needs of any kind or a medical issue please let me know. I 

look forward to the year with excitement and anticipation of the wonderful work your student will accomplish. 
      Martin Luther King once stated, “Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education.” It is my hope that you are able      

      to leave this course with more knowledge and ready for the next level of your education. My contact information is given     

      above. Even though we are beginning the school year virtually, I will guide you through the entire process. More  

     details regarding this class are below. 
 

 

 

Goals and Objectives: Seventh Grade Life Science is an introductory biology course. The goals and objectives 

for 7th grade science are listed below: 

 

1. To identify basic biological concepts as they relate to the structure, function, and change within living 

organisms. 

2. To relate basic biological concepts as they apply to everyday living and the environment. 

3. To refine laboratory, cooperative skills and problem-solving techniques using The Scientific Method. 

4. To develop a scientific understanding and curiosity about environmental interactions in order to develop an 

appropriate set of values about the world. 

5. To develop a sense of responsibility that leads to motivation, cooperation, and a desire for knowledge. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW (Taken from: South Carolina Science Academic Standards South Carolina Department 

of Education): 

Topics explored during seventh grade science include: 

First Nine Weeks-The Chemical Nature of Matter (classifications and properties of matter, changes in matter), 

Second Nine Weeks- Cells and Heredity (structure and function of cells and heredity), 

Third Nine Weeks- Human Body Systems (functions and interconnections within the human body). 

Fourth Nine Weeks- Ecology: The Biotic and Abiotic Environment (interactions and responses between living 

and nonliving components and organisms). 

 
Attendance Policy: This course will adhere to the attendance policy as stated in the W. A. Perry Middle School 

Student Handbook. Students are encouraged to attend class daily, as every day is important. It is the 

responsibility of the student to meet with the instructor and obtain any work that he/she missed due to a late 

arrival, early dismissal, or absence. Students should arrive to class on time. Three tardies will result in a lunch 

detention. 

mailto:novena.peddalagalla@richlandone.org


 

Grade Determination: Students will earn their science grades by actively participating in class and completing 

classwork, quizzes, and projects. A scoring guide will be used to evaluate students’ learning. Students will be 

provided with a grade sheet to help them track their grade in the course throughout the nine weeks period, which 

the student will keep in the back page of their notebook. Student grades will be posted in PowerSchool biweekly. 

You may contact our guidance department for login information through power school. 

 

Classwork: Classwork will include and is not limited to labs, group activities, demonstrations, mini-projects, and 

participation in the lesson. Students will also use interactive notebooks throughout the course. A separate rubric 

for the notebook will be provided. 

 

Homework: Homework will be assigned at least 3 times per week. Homework is expected to be turned in the 

following day after it has been assigned. 

Tests/Projects: Students will be notified of a test or project well in advance in order to allow students ample time 

to pace their work accordingly. 

 

Quizzes: Quizzes will be used as a tool to determine student mastery during the unit. 
 

 

Grading Scale: 

 

A- 90 - 100 

B -80 - 89 

C -70 - 79 

D -60 - 79 

F –Below 60 

Grade Percentages: 

 

Classwork: 25% 

Homework: 10% 

Tests/Projects: 40% 

Quizzes: 25% 

 

Redo/Retake Plan: 

(Grades 3-12) Richland County School District One is implementing a Redo/Retake Plan as a strategy to help 

ensure mastery learning for students. Nationwide, educators are continuously looking for methods to 

incorporate into the classroom which would increase opportunities for students to master content/skills in order 

to be successful in school. The practice of allowing students to retake assessments, after receiving additional 

tutoring or instructional support, gives some students additional time to learn as well as deepens their 

understanding of concepts. Redo/Retake Plan guidelines have been developed to ensure consistent 

implementation across the district. These guidelines include specific assessments that students will be given an 

opportunity to redo/retake. 
 

Assessments covered include the following: 

 

 Weekly assessments

 Classroom tests/quizzes, and class projects.

Assessments not covered include the following: 

 Homework and daily classwork

 Late work

 Nine week exams and final exams.

 

General Guidelines: 

1. Students who score below 70 can redo/retake up to three (3) assessments/projects per marking period. Students will 

have only one opportunity to redo/retake each assessment. 



2. The higher grade achieved up to 70 (original or redo) will be recorded. 

3. The teacher determines the re-teaching/tutoring opportunity required prior to the student retaking the assessment. 

4. Retakes will cover same objectives but will not be the original assessment/assignment. Alternative assignments 

may be required at the teacher’s discretion since some assessments/assignments may not be replicated. 

5. The redo/retake opportunity will occur no later than within five (5) days of the end of the marking period. 

 

Student Procedures: 

1. The student must complete a Redo/Retake Plan of Study. 
2. Sign and get parent/guardian signature. 

3. Submit the Plan of Study to the teacher within three (3) school days of receiving the assessment score below 70. 

 
TEXTBOOK: A class set will be used in my classroom. 

 

 Science Grade 7- McGraw-Hill Science 

 

Extra Help Opportunities: 

Multiple opportunities for redoing work at WAPMS will be utilized. These opportunities include, but are not limited 

to before, during and after school. Some of our extra help programs include: Early Bird, The Success Center, 

Afterschool Tutoring, Lunch Bunch, Afterschool Program, and Saturday Blitz. Ms. Peddalagalla will is also available 

for tutoring after school and before school. 

 

Academic Dishonesty: 

Academic dishonesty including cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Academic misconduct by a student will 

result in a zero (0) for the assignment until a parent-teacher conference and guidance intervention. The student will 

then have an opportunity for redo as outlined. 

 

Policies and Procedures: 

This course requires students to follow all directions from the Instructor. Failure to comply with the rules can result 

in harm to the student, other students, and the instructor. Lab rules will be reviewed prior to each lab and failure to 

comply will result in an ejection from the lab and a discipline referral. Please see the Policies and Procedures on the 

following page for a comprehensive list of requirements in order to be successful. 

 

W.A. Perry Middle School Microsoft Teams Expectations 

 Be on time and prepared for class. 

 Find a comfortable location for online class that is quiet and free of distractions.  

 Be respectful of your teacher and other classmates when they are speaking. 

 Mute yourself when entering the online classroom. 

 Do your best to keep the camera on. Appropriate virtual backgrounds can be used. 

 Use the chat button to type questions or add comments to the conversation. 

 If you have a question use the raise hand feature. 

 Show proper "netiquette" at all times. 

 Follow all RCSD1 Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) guidelines.  

 Be patient and try your best! 

 

 
Classroom Rules: 

 

1. Follow all directions and lab procedures. 

2. All WAPMS rules are followed in this classroom. 

Consequences: 

 

1. Verbal Warning 

2. Student/Teacher Conference 

3. Parent Contact and Parent-Teacher Action Plan 

Development 



3. Do not interrupt the learning process. 

 

 

4. Lunch Detention 

5. Referral/ISS

STUDENT MATERIALS: 

1 Composition notebook 
Three-Ring Binder (provided) 

Loose Leaf paper 

 
Notebook Paper 

Colored Pencils and pencils 

A flash drive 

 
DLE Device 



Contract 
 
 

I, (print name)  am fully aware that a laboratory environment is a safe place 

where others and I exhibit conduct that exemplifies proper responsibility and attitude toward safety. I agree to assume 

responsibility for my safety and my classmates’ safety. I understand that my actions not only affect me, but others 

around me. I agree to read, understand, and follow the safety rules in Ms. Peddalagalla’s handout, along with 

information in my text and information gathered in the classroom. 

I agree to follow the teacher’s instructions at all times. 

I agree to abide by the following items: 

1. I will handle all laboratory materials and equipment as prescribed. 

2. I will familiarize myself with any techniques for any activity before I proceed with the activity. 

3. I will learn the proper use and location of all safety equipment in the classroom/lab. 

4. I will report immediately all accidents/injuries to the teacher. 

5. I will follow prescribed procedures should a fire break out in the laboratory. 

6. I will assist in cleanup after each laboratory activity. I will dispose of chemicals only as the teacher directs. I will 

return all equipment and materials to their proper places. 

7. I understand that should any equipment be broken due to misuse or carelessness on my part, I will be responsible for 

my part of the replacement cost. 

8. I understand that any violation of this contract may result in dismissal from the laboratory, with other disciplinary 

measures as deemed appropriate. 

 
 

Please detach and return bottom portion to Ms. Peddalagalla and keep the remaining for your reference. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT: I have read and understand the preceding rules of Ms. Peddalagalla’s science class, along with the 

handout I have received entitled: “Course Syllabus.” I understand and agree that I must abide by them. 
 

Date    
 

Student’s name (printed) 
 

Class Period   
 

Student’s name (signed) 
 

GUARDIAN: I have read and understand the preceding rules of Ms. Peddalagalla’s science class, along with the 

handout my student has received entitled: “Course Syllabus” I have discussed them with my student and understand 

that he/she must obey them. 
 

  Guardian name (printed) 
 

   Guardian name (signed) 

Date:    

E-mail address   Daytime phone number:    


